MOVEMENT.


An attacking OPFOR can deploy into three types of tactical formations – march, prebattle, or battle – depending on its mission and the combat situation.  The OPFOR employs a standard drill for deployment into battle.  The drill proceeds from march formation (brigade and battalion columns), through prebattle formation (company and platoon columns), into battle formation (platoons deployed on line).  The sequence of deployment and the distances of the lines of deployment from the BLUFOR are determined by tactical considerations.

1.  MARCH.


The OPFOR prefers to remain in column or march formation as long as possible for the sake of speed.  It resorts to lateral deployment only by necessity, such as when combat is imminent.  Until combat is imminent, the maneuvering force is in some type of tactical march formation.


The OPFOR march is:

· The organized column movement of troops along roads and cross-country routes to a designated area or line.

· The most common method of OPFOR unit and subunit movement.

a.  A unit conducts a march when:

· Moving from a rear assembly area to a forward assembly area or attack position.

· Leaving an assembly area to launch an attack from the march.

· Moving forward in anticipation of a meeting battle.

· Conducting a pursuit.

· Conducting a passage of lines.

· Transferring laterally to a new area or large formation.

b. Types of march.

· Administrative – contact with the enemy is not likely.

· Tactical – contact with enemy ground forces is likely.  It is organized to ensure the march formation is ready to enter battle with little notice.

c. March planning factors.

(1)  Route allocation norms.

· Division:

· Receives either a march zone (15-30 km wide) or two to three march routes.

· March columns are 80-100 km deep from the lead march security elements to the tail.

· Brigade:

· Receives one or two march routes.

· First-echelon brigade requires over 40 km of road space.

· Second-echelon brigade requires 20-30 km of road space (less forward security deployed.

· Battalion:  Receives one march route.

· Each route is separated by 3 to 4 km

OPFOR TACTICAL MARCH INTERVALS

ELEMENT
NORMAL INTERVAL
VARIATIONS

Vehicles in a company
25-50 m
Increased at high speeds, in contaminated or rugged terrain, or on icy roads.  May decrease at night, or increase (to 100-150 km) when threatened by air or high-precision weapons.

Companies in a battalion
25-50 m
Up to 300 m or more under threat from nuclear, aviation, or high-precision weapons.

Battalions on the same route
3-5 km
Can vary as contact becomes imminent.

Brigades on the same route
5-10 km


Brigade rear CSS and main force
3-5 km


Division rear CSS and main force
15-20 km


AVERAGE OPFOR RATES OF MARCH (KPH)

PAVED ROADS

     Day                  Night
DRY DIRT ROADS

       Day                 Night
MUDDY, HILLY, URBAN ROADS

      Day                   Night

Column Type




Motorized
30-40
25-30
20-25
18-20
10-15
8-10

Mixed
20-30
14-20
15-20
12-15
10-12
8-12

(2) Order of march.

· The main body of the combat force employs reconnaissance and forward security forces in most situations.

· The reconnaissance fores move far ahead of the security force and try to avoid contact while sending back intelligence to the main body commander.

· The security force is responsible for ensuring the unhindered movement of the main body.  It may engage enemy forces.

· An engineer movement support detachment (MSD) often moves either ahead of or behind this security force and supports the movement of the main body.

· Attached and organic artillery elements move well forward in the column, occasionally traveling ahead of the tanks and infantry combat vehicles.

· Air defense, engineer, AT, and chemical reconnaissance elements are dispersed throughout the march column.

d.  March Security.  March security elements may be classified as advance guard, rearguard, security elements (forward, flank, and rear), and patrols.



(1)  Advance Guard (AG)

· Consists of reinforced MIBNs from the first-echelon brigades.

· A reinforced MIBN may be sent out on each brigade route during an advance to contact.

· When there is little chance of enemy contact, divisions may use only a battalion as an advance guard.

· Advance guard typically envelopes an enemy position along the main body’s route, forcing the defender to pull back, and attempts to destroy the withdrawing force on the move.

(2)  Forward Detachment (FD)

· Usually a reinforced battalion from a division second-echelon brigade

· [image: image1.wmf]X

XX

X

X

DIV RECON

BDE RECON

ADVANCE GUARD

X

(-)

X

(-)

X

(-)

XX

XX

XX

(-)

SVCS

X

XX

MAIN BODY

FWD

DAG

DIV AT RES

REAR

MAIN

MECHANIZED INFANTRY DIVISION IN MARCH FORMATION

UP TO 50 KM

UP TO 100 KM

UP TO 25 KM

25 TO 50 KM

25 TO 50 KM

25 TO 35 KM

FWD DET

DIV

COMBINED

ARMS

RESERVE

Will avoid battle before it reaches its objective and before it moves off the main routes of the divisional columns.

[image: image2.wmf]X

SVC

(+)

(-)

(-)

X

(+)

(-)

(-)

(-)

SVC

SVC

X

(-)

(-)

BDE

RECON

ADV

GUARD

MSD

MSD

FWD

PATROL

FSE

UP TO 25 KM

UP TO 20 KM

MID (APC HEAVY) IN BRIGADE TACTICAL MARCH FORMATION

1ST ECHELON MIBR

1ST ECHELON TBR

2D ECHELON MIBR


e.  Division Tactical March

· The basic formation for achieving maximum rates of advance or maneuver in the attack, mechanized infantry or tank divisions use similar march formation.

· Division reconnaissance and REC battalion can precede in front of the division’s movement out to a range of 100 km.

· Ground reconnaissance elements concentrate on the major axes of advance and the most likely enemy concentrations.

· The division commander may dispatch a forward detachment for independent missions forward of the lead brigades’ advance guards.

· There is no actual divisional advance guard; the lead brigade on each of the routes used by the division forms and advance guard.
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MARCH FORMATION:  ADVANCE GUARD

1.  Combat Reconnaissance Patrol (CRP)

TASK:  

Recon 

route.  Identify enemy forces.  May engage to 

attrit

, destroy, or fix those forces.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy forces along march route.

2.  Forward Patrol

TASK:  Provide forward security for the FSE.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

3.  Forward Security Element (FSE) - Tank Co (-), MIP, Artillery 

Btry

, Movement Support Detachment (MSD - See  7 )

TASK:  Provide forward security for the AGMB.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

4.  Patrol Squad - a single BTR, BMP, or tank.  In this example, provides flank security/

recon 

for FSE.

TASK:  Conduct reconnaissance or provide march security for the unit which dispatches it.

PURPOSE:  Early warning beyond that provided by 

CRPs 

and FSE; possibly along different routes than those of the larger forward elements.

5.  Flank Security Element

TASK:  Provide flank security to the main body.

PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from flanks.

6.  Rear Security Element

TASK:  Provide march security to the rear of the main body.

PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from the rear.

7.  Movement Support Detachment - DIV:  1-2 X DIM, BAT, IMR, Tanks w/KMT4/6, 5M, BTU, MT-20/MT-55, TMM.

       BDE:  1-2  X 

Dozer

, 3 x tanks w/plows or blades.

TASK:  Route 

recon

, mineclearing (march formation only), bridges, vehicle lanes, bypass construction, route marking.

PURPOSE:  Allow force to maintain high rate of movement.


f.  Brigade Tactical March

· Mechanized infantry and tank brigades have march formations similar to a division.  These formations provide reconnaissance and early warning to the brigade commander.

· Reconnaissance elements from the advance guard, in increasingly larger formations, will encounter the enemy or obstacles will before the main body, allowing each successive commander to minimize losses in a surprise encounter by meeting the enemy with the smallest possible force.

· If necessary, a brigade may send out a forward detachment to accomplish missions similar to those of the divisional forward detachment.

2.  PREBATTLE


When nearing the BLUFOR’s defensive line, the OPFOR uses prebattle formation as a transition between the march and battle formations.  Prebattle formation focuses on speed, dispersion, flexibility, and firepower in an anticipated direction. In prebattle formation, the columns have greater lateral dispersion, but less depth than in the march formation.

The OPFOR deploys into successively smaller unit columns.  These multiple columns increase forward combat power until forces reach the attack line and assume the battle formation.

a.  A unit enters prebattle formation when:

· Approaching the battlefield.

· Developing the attack into the depth of the battle area.

· Pursuing the BLUFOR.

· Attacking a defending enemy whose defenses are weak or effectively suppressed.

· Crossing NBC-contaminated zones rapidly.

· Crossing areas with natural or artificial obstacles.
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Advance Guard - Reinforced MIBN or TBN.

TASK:  Move along route of main body of first-echelon brigade, overcoming enemy security/
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forces and obstacles.

PURPOSE:  Ensure uninterrupted advance of main body.

OR

Forward Detachment - Reinforced MIBN or TBN

TASK:  Seize key terrain, conduct raids en route to objective against key targets (nuclear and high-

precision weapons, C3I).

PURPOSE:  Speed the advance of the main body.

Mobile Obstacle Detachment (MOD) - DIV:  Mechanical 

minelaying 
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inf

 platoon.

TASK:  Deny key terrain to the enemy, particularly those avenues of approach that are most suited to tanks.

PURPOSE:  Provide flank protection to the AGMB and main body and repel counterattacks. 

b.  Forces in prebattle formation either deploy into battle formation or return to march formation, depending on the tactical situation.  A force might remain in this formation for a lengthy period of time.  It normally would pass through some form of prebattle formation when moving from the march into full deployment for an attack.

c.  Brigade prebattle formation:

· The brigade assumes prebattle formation by deploying from a single brigade column of battalions on its main body into individual battalion columns.

· The number of battalion columns depends on the tactical situation and the choice of echelonment that the situation dictates.

· Deployment into battalion columns should begin beyond the range of the bulk of the BLUFOR’s artillery, at a line approximately 12 to 15 km from the BLUFOR forward edge.

· The artillery preparation of the attack is usually timed to begin as the attacking force reaches this line.

d.  Battalion prebattle formation:

· A battalion assumes prebattle formation by deploying from a single battalion column of companies into individual company columns.

· Within the battalion prebattle formation, each company moves in march column.

· In relation to one another, the company columns may be configured in a line, in a forward or reverse wedge, or echelon left or right.

e.  Company prebattle:

· The line of deployment into company columns is set outside the maximum range of the defender’s antitank weapons, tanks, and other direct fire systems.

· The company prebattle formation is the final stage of deployment before battle formation.

· A company in prebattle formation does not laterally deploy beyond platoon columns.

· The deployment line into platoon columns is ideally located in terrain that screens the deployment, particularly from the defenders’ short-range antitank weapons.  Normally 2-3 km from the BLUFOR forward edge.

· Companies do not necessarily have to use a prebattle formation.  They can go directly from the march into battle formation, if the situation requires. 

3.  BATTLE FORMATION


The OPFOR uses battle formation (attack formation) when encountering strong BLUFOR resistance during a meeting battle, an attack against a defending enemy, a pursuit, or a counterattack.

a.  Brigade battle formation:

· A brigade reaches battle formation when its first-echelon battalions deploy on line.  Second-echelon battalions remain in march  or prebattle formation until they are actually committed.

· Reinforcing combat and combat support elements deploy to become part of the supported brigade’s battle formation.

b.  Battalion battle formation:

· A Battalion reaches battle formation when its first-echelon companies deploy on line.  Its second-echelon companies remain in march or prebattle formation until they are actually committed.

· Reinforcing combat and combat support elements deploy to become part of the supported battalion’s battle formation.

c.  Line of transition to the attack:

· The line by which the attackers deploy into battle formation, with platoons on line and tanks in front of the infantry vehicles.

· Location depends on the preparation of the BLUFOR defense and the degree of destruction inflicted by OPFOR artillery.

· Should be outside the range of BLUFOR antitank weapons and small arms and permit a rapid advance into the BLUFOR positions.

d.  Dismount line:

· As close to the BLUFOR positions as the terrain allows; never more than 1000 meters from the forward edge of BLUFOR units.

· Once dismounted, troops follow as closely as possible behind the tanks.  BTRs or BMPs follow 100 to 200 meters behind the infantry, providing supporting fire.







� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  ���





� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  ���





� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  ���





� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  ���























1

[image: image5.wmf]X

XX

X

X

DIV RECON

BDE RECON

ADVANCE GUARD

X

(-)

X

(-)

X

(-)

XX

XX

XX

(-)

SVCS

X

XX

MAIN BODY

FWD

DAG

DIV AT RES

REAR

MAIN

MECHANIZED INFANTRY DIVISION IN MARCH FORMATION

UP TO 50 KM

UP TO 100 KM

UP TO 25 KM

25 TO 50 KM

25 TO 50 KM

25 TO 35 KM

FWD DET

DIV

COMBINED

ARMS

RESERVE

[image: image6.wmf]X

SVC

(+)

(-)

(-)

X

(+)

(-)

(-)

(-)

SVC

SVC

X

(-)

(-)

BDE

RECON

ADV

GUARD

MSD

MSD

FWD

PATROL

FSE

UP TO 25 KM

UP TO 20 KM

MID (APC HEAVY) IN BRIGADE TACTICAL MARCH FORMATION

1ST ECHELON MIBR

1ST ECHELON TBR

2D ECHELON MIBR

[image: image7.wmf]3-5 KM

UP TO 10 KM

5-10 KM

UP TO 5 KM

UP TO

5 KM

AGMB

(+)

(+)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

MARCH FORMATION:  ADVANCE GUARD

1.  Combat Reconnaissance Patrol (CRP)

TASK:  

Recon 

route.  Identify enemy forces.  May engage to 

attrit

, destroy, or fix those forces.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy forces along march route.

2.  Forward Patrol

TASK:  Provide forward security for the FSE.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

3.  Forward Security Element (FSE) - Tank Co (-), MIP, Artillery 

Btry

, Movement Support Detachment (MSD - See  7 )

TASK:  Provide forward security for the AGMB.

PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

4.  Patrol Squad - a single BTR, BMP, or tank.  In this example, provides flank security/

recon 

for FSE.

TASK:  Conduct reconnaissance or provide march security for the unit which dispatches it.

PURPOSE:  Early warning beyond that provided by 

CRPs 

and FSE; possibly along different routes than those of the larger forward elements.

5.  Flank Security Element

TASK:  Provide flank security to the main body.

PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from flanks.

6.  Rear Security Element

TASK:  Provide march security to the rear of the main body.

PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from the rear.

7.  Movement Support Detachment - DIV:  1-2 X DIM, BAT, IMR, Tanks w/KMT4/6, 5M, BTU, MT-20/MT-55, TMM.

       BDE:  1-2  X 

Dozer

, 3 x tanks w/plows or blades.

TASK:  Route 

recon

, mineclearing (march formation only), bridges, vehicle lanes, bypass construction, route marking.

PURPOSE:  Allow force to maintain high rate of movement.
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TASK:  Deny key terrain to the enemy, particularly those avenues of approach that are most suited to tanks.

PURPOSE:  Provide flank protection to the AGMB and main body and repel counterattacks. 
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1.  Combat Reconnaissance Patrol (CRP)

	TASK:  Recon route.  Identify enemy forces.  May engage to attrit, destroy, or fix those forces.

	PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy forces along march route.

2.  Forward Patrol

	TASK:  Provide forward security for the FSE.

	PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

3.  Forward Security Element (FSE) - Tank Co (-), MIP, Artillery Btry, Movement Support Detachment (MSD - See  7 )

	TASK:  Provide forward security for the AGMB.

	PURPOSE:  Allow FSE to maneuver to engage enemy along march route.

4.  Patrol Squad - a single BTR, BMP, or tank.  In this example, provides flank security/recon for FSE.

	TASK:  Conduct reconnaissance or provide march security for the unit which dispatches it.

	PURPOSE:  Early warning beyond that provided by CRPs and FSE; possibly along different routes than those of the larger forward elements.

5.  Flank Security Element

	TASK:  Provide flank security to the main body.

	PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from flanks.

6.  Rear Security Element

	TASK:  Provide march security to the rear of the main body.

	PURPOSE:  Ensure no enemy approach/engagement from the rear.

7.  Movement Support Detachment - DIV:  1-2 X DIM, BAT, IMR, Tanks w/KMT4/6, 5M, BTU, MT-20/MT-55, TMM.

		       BDE:  1-2  X Dozer, 3 x tanks w/plows or blades.

	TASK:  Route recon, mineclearing (march formation only), bridges, vehicle lanes, bypass construction, route marking.

	PURPOSE:  Allow force to maintain high rate of movement.
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MARCH FORMATION:  ADVANCE GUARD MAIN BODY (AGMB) or FWD DETACHMENT

Flank Security Element

Mobile Obstacle Detachment

AGMB consisting of a reinforced MIBR acting as the Advance Guard or Forward Detachment.  A reinforced TBN may also perform this mission.



Advance Guard - Reinforced MIBN or TBN.

	TASK:  Move along route of main body of first-echelon brigade, overcoming enemy security/recon 	forces and obstacles.

	PURPOSE:  Ensure uninterrupted advance of main body.



				OR



Forward Detachment - Reinforced MIBN or TBN

	TASK:  Seize key terrain, conduct raids en route to objective against key targets (nuclear and high-		precision weapons, C3I).

	PURPOSE:  Speed the advance of the main body.





Mobile Obstacle Detachment (MOD) - DIV:  Mechanical minelaying elements equipped with GMZs.

		         BDE:  1 X Minelaying plt (3 x PRP-3).  May be reinforced with a mechanized inf platoon.

	TASK:  Deny key terrain to the enemy, particularly those avenues of approach that are most suited to tanks.

	PURPOSE:  Provide flank protection to the AGMB and main body and repel counterattacks. 	
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